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COLONEL ROBERT H. LOGAN. 



Robert Henry Logan was born at Salem, Va., on the 10th of July, 
1839. His parents were Joseph Addison and Elsie Edmundson 
Logan. Their children were a daughter who died in childhood, a son 
James, who was killed while doing battle for the Confederacy, Robert 
Henry, the subject of this sketch, and Jos. Addison, who died some 
years ago at Newport, Giles county, where he was a practising phy- 
sician. 

Robert's early education was at a primary school at Salem, the 
Montgomery Male Academy at Christiansburg, and Roanoke College. 
In 1857 he entered the United States Military Academy at West 
Point, where he would have graduated in June 1861, had he not in 
the preceding April resigned, in order to aid in defending his native 
State against the invasion of the northern armies. 

His personal appearance was pleasing; six feet in height, until the 
latter years of his life, erect; ruddy countenance, bright eyes which 
habitually sparkled with fun and good humor, a cheerful smile and a 
hearty greeting for friend and acquaintance. His " how are you, old 
fellow" will long be remembered by those who were glad to be his 
friends. He loved a joke, and none the less, that it was on himself. 
One which he enjoyed telling was of his days at Roanoke College: In 
one of the reports made by the college authorities to his parents, all 
that appeared in the column for "conduct" was "noisy in the build- 
ing." He would tell this with a loud laugh which left no doubt of 
the correctness of the report. 

Immediately after leaving West Point he was made a second lieu- 
tenant, assigned to duty as a drill master at the camp of instruction 
near Lynchburg, and was soon made adjutant of the 42d regiment of 
Virginia Volunteers. In December, 1861, he was assigned to duty on 
the staff of General John B. Floyd, with the rank of first lieutenant, 
where he served during the campaigns in West Virginia and Ken- 
tucky. At Fort Donaldson he was in command of artillery and his 
horse was shot under him. 
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In the fall of 1862 he was placed in command of a battery of moun- 
tain howitzers, or light artillery, which was attached to ihe 27th battal- 
ion of Virginia Cavalry, commanded by his uncle, Col. Henry A. 
Edmundson, who had for many years represented the Montgomery 
District in Congress. Much fun was poked at the little guns, two of 
which I have seen placed in the frame of a cord wood wagon, that 
they might be gotten over the lough roads of eastern Kentucky; but 
there was no joke at their expense when they got into battle, and 
especially when with them he repulsed a regiment of cavalry at Shelby- 
ville after all support had been withdrawn from him. 

He made the Kentucky campaign with his battery, under Generals 
Humphrey Marshall and Bragg, and the Tennessee campaigns with 
Wheeler, Forrest and Hardee, all of whom recommended him for pro- 
motion for valuable services rendered with his little guns. After a 
time he was promoted to the rank of captain (Virginians didn't rise 
rapidly in the western army) and transferred to Virginia, for service 
on Gen. G. C. Wharton's staff, where he served through the Mary- 
land campaign around Washington, and against Sheridan in the 
Valley. 

For gallantry in battle he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel and commanded the 45th regiment of Virginia Infantry, until 
it was disbanded at Christiansburg, April 13, 1865, with the troops of 
the Department of Southwest Virginia, then commanded by Gen. 
John Echols. 

He participated actively and gallantly in the battles of Fort Donald- 
son, Charleston (Tennessee), Chickamauga, New Market, second Cold 
Harbor, Monocacy, Winchester and Waynesboro, besides many smaller 
engagements. At Winchester two horses were shot under him, and at 
Waynesboro he was captured, but succeeded in making his escape. 

In a tender and beautiful letter to Mrs. Logan, the Hon. Peter J. 
Otey, wrote: 

" Your husband and I have been dear friends nearly forty years. We were 
comrades in arms, slept under the same blanket, drank out of the same canteen, 
messed at the same chest, and fought side by side. I had cause to love him, I 
have cause to mourn his loss. I never knew a nobler man. He sleeps in peace." 

Another comrade in arms, as well as at the bar, Mr. J. L. 
Tompkins, wrote: 

"I first met him in the army, a place that developed a man's qualities, good or 
bad. In him nothing was ever developed but qualities to be admired and loved. 
His life since the war has been everything to admire and has been admired and 
appreciated." 
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In like manner wrote many others who knew him, and those who 
knew him best wrote +he best. 

Although he rendered much service, and braved many dangers, he 
never boasted of what he had done, indeed he rarely mentioned his 
own deeds; but he never forgot his old comrades, their good deeds in 
war, nor their pressing needs in peace. The Hupp-Deyerle Camp of 
Confederate Veterans, of which he was the commander until his death, 
bore this testimony to his regard for his comrades: 

" Since the war he has held the welfare and comfort of the Confederate soldier 
second not even to his own or that of his own family, but has given liberally of 
his limited means to those in need." 

More than one needy neighbor has, since his death, said of him, 
' ' we have lost our best friend, ' ' or i ' we have no friend to go to now. ' ' 

The close of the war left him, as it did the majority of his comrades, 
without means or occupation; but the pluck and energy which made 
good soldiers made good citizens. With his own hands he cut and 
hauled cord-wood and cross-ties, which he sold to the Virginia & Ten- 
nessee Eailroad Company, and thus obtained some money. He read 
law, was admitted to the bar in 1867, and settled at Salem, where he 
resided until his death. 

His integrity, good common sense, and attention to his business, 
soon commanded clients and a good practice. He was not an orator, 
but he always commanded the attention and confidence of judges and 
juries. Those who had honest claims to prosecute, or honest defences 
to make, desired his services; those who felt the need of the arts of 
chicanery and deception passed him by. No man ever more genuinely 
despised that which was mean, or more heartily endorsed and loved 
that which was honorable and true, than he did. What was more, he 
never feared, nor hesitated to condemn in unmistakable terms, what- 
ever savored of meanness, falsehood or deceit, whether in suitor, wit- 
ness or attorney. His sense of honor, which was of the highest, and 
his courage in exposing wrong, had a fine influence on those with whom 
he came in contact, and we, his brother lawyers, are the better for the 
contact. 

His temper was quick and caused him to do that which he soon re- 
gretted ; but when he wronged or wounded another by an unkind word, 
or an incorrect conclusion, the reparation was as public as the injury, 
and the apology such as to remove the pain and heal the wound. He 
will be sadly missed by his associates at the bar. His office was the 
rendezvous of fellow-lawyers, and his advice was esteemed by them; 
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with one voice they wrote of him: " A liberal-hearted man, a useful 
citizen, a truly Christian man." 

He was for several years the law partner of Hon. Jas. Foote John- 
son, of Bedford, and for a longer time of Judge Waller R. Staples. 
He was engaged in most of the important suits in the courts of his 
county and often in the Supreme Court of Appeals of his State. For 
eighteen years he was the attorney for his town, and for a longer period 
the retained counsel and adviser of the sheriffs and treasurers of the 
county. He was also the attorney for the Farmers National Bank of 
Salem and for other important interests, and was respected and con- 
fided in by all. 

The town council entered upon its records a testimonial in which he 
is spoken of as "our faithful and wise counsellor and our beloved 
friend whose principles were clear, ideals pure, and loyalty to truth 
and humanity absolute and unswerving. As a citizen faithful to every 
call of public duty." 

He was mayor of the town of Salem, and in 1893 was elected to the 
House cf Delegates from the district of Roanoke and Craig counties 
and the city of Roanoke. He never sought any other political office. 
He was a delegate to the National Democratic Convention in 1900, 
and was repeatedly a member of the State Democratic conventions, 
always ready to help a friend, but asking nothing for himself. 

A few days before the legislature of which he was a member 
adjourned, he summed up his experiences as follows, in letters to his 
wife : ' 1 1 sincerely hope I have done some good, not as much as I 
desired, as I am only one .of a hundred and forty, and we have many 
views to ' run a-muck with ' ; so that try as hard as we will, we cannot 
do all we wish.'' Again he wrote: " I am satisfied with political life; 
it is hard to satisfy even the good men, and impossible to satisfy all. 
I vote and speak as I deem right. ' ' He doubtless expressed the feel- 
ings of many other good men, who have tried to do some good in poli- 
tical positions. 

He married, "December 21, 1871, his second cousin, Anna Clayton 
Logan, daughter of James W. Logan, Dungeness, Goochland county, 
Va. Their married life was a happy one. Five children were born 
to them : Mollie, now Mrs. P. C. Nugent, of Syracuse, N. Y. ; Sadie, 
now Mrs. Mallory Kennedy, of New Orleans, La. ; and Miss Elsie 
Logan ; John, who is studying law ; and Philip, who was drowned 
while bathing in a creek near Salem. 

Philip's death was a terrible blow to his parents. Col. Logan's 
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diary reveals a lasting grief, which his most intimate friends did not 
comprehend. 

The diary of an honest man reveals his inmost self as nothing else 

can do. Often does Col. Logan's diary say " 'this is the day* 

or ' the week ' or ' the month ' or the year ' since my 

little boy was taken. God give me strength to bear it." He also 
thanks God for the pleasures of home, for supplying their wants, and 
for sparing the remaining members of his family. All through the 
books in which he wrote, there is repeated and unmistakable evidence 
of a Christian's confident trust in God, and of great thankfulness for 
mercies received. 

For many years he was a member, and the senior warden, of St. 
Paul's Episcopal church at Salem. He did not pretend to be a perfect 
Christian or a sinless man ; he was not a hypocrite ; he recognized and 
acknowledged many short- comings, and looked for his salvation to the 
One who alone is able to give it. A few days before his death, he was 
speaking of the necessity for reducing expenses ; it was suggested that 
he might reduce his subscription to the minister's salary ; with a smile 
he replied, " that is the .ast place we should begin to economize." 

The vestry of his church expressed their sense of loss in a series of 
resolutions, in which with the utmost sincerity they speak of him as a 
soldier " more than once promoted for his gallanry, who never boasted 
of his deeds " ; as a lawyer ' ' ever governed by his love of truth and 
justice"; as a legislator, "animated by love for his country, and a 
desire to promote the honor and wellfare of his people " ; as a self- 
denying citizen, * ' liberal to the poor, strict in the observance of the 
highest standards of honor and true manliness " ; as a member and an 
officer of the church, "governed by what he conceived to be most con- 
ducive to the spiritual welfare of the people, and advancement of the 
Master' s glory " ; as the unselfish head of a family, ' ' who regarded it 
as his highest privilege to promote the welfare of those he tenderly 
loved." 

About two years before his death his health began to fail ; the phy- 
sicians could give no relief, but he continued to attend to his business 
until the day of his death. On the morning of December 26, 1900, 
he made an appointment to meet some one at his office. Before leaving 
his house he grew faint, said to his wife, ' ' I believe I am dying, ' ' and 
in a few moments, without another word, was dead. 

His old army comrades, his brethren of the bar and a host of other 
friends conveyed his body to the cemetery and laid it there, to rest 



812 6 VIRGINIA LAW REGISTER. [April, 

until the last trumpet shall summon him, and them, to appear before 
the " grand assize of the universe." 

One of the newspapers published in Salem said : 

" In the death of Col. Logan the community loses a valuable citizen, the bar an 
honorable member, and his family a kind and indulgent husband and father. . . 
. . As a friend he was staunch and true, and in all his relations he was the soul 
of honor and fidelity." 

The other Salem newspaper said : 

" He was one of the foremost men of this section, and his life' s record is one of 

much usefulness and a gratification to all who knew him In his 

death the community has lost one of its most useful and helping members, but we 
trust that his influence for good will go on indefinitely." 

In his life we see patriotism, which sacrificed self and place for 
country ; manliness, which chose hard labor rather than dependence ; 
pluck and diligence, which, without the aid of fortune or influence, 
mastered a difficult profession, and acquired a practice which earned 
for his family a comfortable home and a generous living ; courage, 
which commanded respect ; honesty of purpose and action, which 
merited and received confidence ; charity, which endeared him to his 
neighbors ; and a Christian faith, which was an ornament in life and a 
stronghold in death. In these things he is worthy of emulation by all. 

To the memory of a brave soldier, a patriotic citizen, an honorable 
lawyer, a helper of the needy, a loving husband and father, and a 
true friend, I tender this poor tribute, regretting the lack of ability to 
make it a more worthy one. 

Archer A. Phlegar. 

Christiansburg, Va. 



STATUTORY NOTICE OP A GENERAL MEETING OF 
STOCKHOLDERS. 



Section 1114 of the Virginia Code reads as follows: 

" When and How a General Meeting Called. — A general meeting of stockholders 
may be held at any time, upon the. call of the board of directors, or of stock- 
holders holding together one- tenth of the capital stock, upon their giving notice 
of the time and place for such meeting, for thirty days, in a newspaper published 
in or near the place at which the last annual meeting was held.'' 

What is the meaning of the phrase "for thirty days' ' in this stat- 
ute ? Does it mean daily for thirty days ? Does it mean one inser- 



